INC REDIBLE     CARNEGIE
Charles R. Flint, well-known corporation lawyer, was
deputed to sound out Carnegie. Flint describes the meet-
ing in his memoirs:
Carnegie spent several hours describing to me his
plans for increasing his production and fabrication
of steel. Carnegie, knowing my pleasant relations
with J. P. Morgan & Co., may have shrewdly di-
vined that I was gathering information in their
interest. I cannot explain in any other way why
he gave me so much detailed information about his
business.
The proposed plant (at Conneaut) that he de-
scribed was a gigantic one on about the same scale
as the present United States Steel plant at Gary.
He indicated the location of different sections, ex-
plaining how steel tubes could be produced at a
lower price than they could be manufactured by
the National Tube Company; a structural steel
at a lower price than it could otherwise be produced,
which would enable him to undersell the American
Bridge Company; and steel and wire manufactured
at a lower cost than it could be produced by the
American Steel & "Wire consolidation.
The three industrials mentioned had been or-
ganized by Morgan and were successful, but they
had never had to meet such competition as! would
inevitably have resulted if Carnegie's Conneaut
plant had been constructed. This was the Scotch-
man's way of convincing the Morgan interests of the
benefits of consolidation. After he had finished I
said: "Mr. Carnegie, what you have told me in re-
gard to the proposed expansion of^your business, I
have found intensely interesting and it naturally
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